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1. In a literary work, a minor character, often known as a foil, possesses traits that emphasize, by contrast or 
comparison, the distinctive characteristics and qualities of the main character. For example, the ideas or 
behavior of the minor character might be used to highlight the weaknesses or strengths of the main character.  
Choose a novel or play in which a minor character serves as a foil to a main character. Then write an essay in 
which you analyze how the relation between the minor character and the major character illuminates the 
meaning of the work. 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Works of literature often depict acts of betrayal.  Friends and even family may betray a protagonist; main 
characters may likewise be guilty of treachery or may betray their own values.  Select a novel or play that 
includes such acts of betrayal.  Then, in a well-written essay, analyze the nature of the betrayal and show how it 
contributes to the meaning of the work as a whole.   
 
 
 
 
 

3. "The true test of comedy is that it shall awaken thoughtful laughter." George Meredith. Choose a novel, play, or 
long poem in which a scene or character awakens "thoughtful laughter" in the reader. Write an essay in which 
you show why this laughter is "thoughtful" and how it contributes to the meaning of the work. 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Novels and plays often include scenes of weddings, funerals, parties, and other social occasions. Such scenes 
may reveal the values of the characters and the society in which they live. Select a novel or play that includes 
such a scene and, in a focused essay, discuss the contribution the scene makes to the meaning of the work as 
whole. You may choose a work from the list below or another novel or play of literary merit. 
 
 
 
 
 

5. The conflict created when the will of an individual opposes the will of the majority is the recurring theme of 
many novels, plays and essays. From a work of recognized literary merit, select a fictional character who is in 
opposition to his or her society. In a critical essay, analyze the conflict and discuss the moral and ethical 
implications for both the individual and the society. Do not summarize the plot or action of the work you 
choose.  
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