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- [id Enghsh was the West Bermamn Ianguage b
~ spoken in the area now knawn as England betweer[

 the oldest words ever documented fram origin
that are still used in modern society. However, a -

~ big question still remains: How did the 0id Enghsh

~ wards mﬂuence the development of new words . *:

~ and why are they still relevant cnnsndenng hnw =

’f'f’!fnld they are, tgchmcally belng nnnsndered the '

. first words '"? ‘, e e
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the Sth and lith centuries. This language mcluded* |
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- Areas of Britain the
~ settlers occupied
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: AII wurds from thls ||st l]I"IgII'IEltEd frum the [Ild Engllsh |
' Period. The languages of origin include: I]Id FI"ISIEII'I Od
~-?Nm's,e German, Dutch, Greek, Sanskirt, thhuanlan

'Latm Gothic, Russmn Old Saxon, Did Persmn Mlddle e
" |I"IS|‘| Welsh Anglian, and West Germanic. Pertalmng tﬂ :
| the questmn asked prevmusly these words are still *
relevant today based on the fact thatthey come from-
a basic time period in which feelings were JJEII'Ig
developed, as weII as
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"~ the wur'ds'tu describe thess feelings. Theii'{“:':"q
realization that feelings do not change in terms of

+the simple fact that they are what they are. alluws

you to understand why these words have Iasted up
" until our modern day time penud This is hecause

‘emotions are internal, and whilg they do’ undergn |
| [:hanges personal to each of us, they do.not change: ;
 as a concept, which allowed these termstobe ~ *-
[:ar'rled down for generations and.made them some
of the most important basic words for emotional
description even unto this present day.



The Group of Action

Fear , glad, quilt, mad, pride & sad are all emotional words
that all have the common theme of what you can feel
rather than do as an action, with the exception of fear,
with which you can do both. It is interesting to think of the
actions that the Anglo-Saxons proceeded with to feel
these type of effects. It is interesting to think about how
they could've possibly come about, considering how basic
the time period was at the time. A probable conclusion is
the theory that around this time, the people were



just beginning to have these feelings towards their
actions. It is possible that there was an initial pride from
the fact that the land was theirs to claim, fear from the
invasions that took place afterwards, anger from the
realization of what had just happened, sadness from the
resulting consequences, and quilt from the actual
invaders, even though there was no probable admittance
of these feelings from the start. This is one of the many
summarized possible scenarios that could have evoked
such words to be created after the understanding that
their feelings existed. There is no factual evidence to
support this claim, so the many potentials are numerous
and unending.



The Group of Feelings

Feel, forgive, hate, & love are all emotional words from
this time period that all have the common theme of an
action type of emotion, with the exception of feel, with
which you can do both. The creation of these particular
words could've stemmed from the previous possible
scenario, such as the actually [feel]ings themselves, the
anguish and pain derived from the events of society at the
time, hate towards those that hurt them, love towards
those that were close to them to provide support and
comfort, and forgiveness to those that caused the pain



that they could've been feeling at any given moment,
whether it be from a disagreement or the invasions
themselves, which could've diminished their sense of
pride amongst themselves. Again, there is no actual
evidence of the reason why these feelings were worded
the way they were, so the possibilities are infinite as to
why the reason could've have been. The main focus is on
the understanding of the environment during the time
period and how it could've influenced the creation of such
marvels of internal feelings.
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terms have come into place, these words themselves

were the basic foundation, which shows that they
BBEA depleted from the English language. Their

i f hival ar'd and simple status for such a time

E J’r hthem tp remain relevant, considering

,', AMURER! te't rms wouldn't come around until

ith 5 o ’!’J Ey do not change as a

l—'\:u t:ept h| ||uwed themﬂn stay relevant to the

l » 4 hternal vocabulary at that time, and
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to mean attr'a[:tlve, '
and rich person” (Iﬂfét*htn
A" (190). Fathead is from 1842 § ﬁ |tted .sfmm
1a90s; fatso was flrst ret:urfad IEllill The expression “the
fat isin the fire" nrlglnally meant ! the plan has failed"
(1ab0s). Take a look at how the meaning was added to

other words and how that influenced the connotation.
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This word nrlglnally meﬂht vl‘_‘i.t n,"'s,-geswahle valid;
considerable™. |t Was”uﬁgﬂaé Eﬁ ESSion of satisfaction
from early 15 t:en’tursfii ,f ;Emheh‘aved by
thel60s. Irregular tp" iparatives (better. bE'st) reflect a
widespread pattern; 4 4y - - i i,i/ﬂgls from {711, Good
looking is attested frnm 1780 (g0t Wdﬂ/fs hy C IBHI]) bood
sport of persons, is frum IEI[IE gﬂﬂn’ {0 gois attested from
1989. 7he good book "the Blhlé "attested from 1801, originally
in missionary literature deseribing the language of

conversion efforts in American Indian tribes.
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Old originally meant "ﬂgedééifﬁlnfiq*g‘gspr?h] ji{gl; Eldgr‘,‘éx{perienced"_ A

few Indo-European Ianguﬁ%s diﬁiﬁ‘gﬁz %h \ i{Jr!d§ for “old” (vs. young)

TS Lo s B S R A S R N
from words fur'"'nlc! (y,si | #W)gﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁw ha é separate words for

aged persons as uppns:jgjde |d{h|§-f|_, " ﬂg)(wrﬂsusgd of aged
iving things, mastly persans, while vztus (it "having many years")
was used of inanimate things. Gk. geraios was used mostly of
humans: Ekpa/ﬂ/aswaS?usEdmust\ly?d‘fﬁi\ﬁgsuﬁpersuns onlyina
derogatory sense. Greek also had%arkfaios, lit. "belonging to the
beginning,” which parallels Fr. ancien, used mostly with reference to
things "of former times." 0ld English also had /yrr “ancient,” related
to 0.E. feor "far, distant. The original Old English vowel is preserved
in Scots au/d, also in alderman. The original comparative and

superlative (2/der. eldest) are retained in particular uses.
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LETS TAKE A LlI]K AT THE REST

The remalnmg wnrds};"’i’-a y are: kmd Iean
strong, mean, weak, & yaung. Understand this perspective
of these wur'ds. The?’““{ 1';"3?Asuplety at the

hirl you as. You were AEettBr suited
being strong and ynmi‘“'ﬁ\'mr w#.f‘!féand old, considering
the job of the mdmduﬂls They ”f__a a‘ilﬂy far'med ﬂnd

and expect to survive. These wurds ||ke|y came about to
distinguish those that were capable of surviving and weed
out those who were deemed unfit to live, which is an



interesting view te take in eenmdermg the fact that they were
later conquered by the Vlklnge’;when they.invaded,
ditferentiating the true;meem_‘gs thtet.were already set in

place. They could’ ve also peens d to, describe the men that

they saw as they emh‘ ed o 'wrr By fer conguest, and
aver time evolved mj:pf d  that wer ‘eensgdered desirable
attributes as the dlffed T ] ;‘.;,;,ndwndueis intertwined
and scattered. This is jd’st, e of it B many pessd:le
conclusions as to huw the evel?f"tm’ﬁ end understandlng of
these terms came about end ‘_:,;’ﬁet they represented as they

were communicated thruugheut the world.
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Sources

nttp://www.etymonline.com/index.php

nttp://www.merriam-webster.com/

nttp://www.omniglot.com/writing /oldenglish.
Ntm

nttp://acunix.wheatonma.edu/mdrout/gramm

arbook2005/historyofoe.html

http://www.uta.edu/english/tim/courses/430
1w00/oehist.html
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