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• Modern English: 1500-present day 
    - Discovered and invented in the 
Modern English era. 
 



Greek Latin French Modern 
English 

• Antibiotic- 
1894 

• Asteroid- 
1802 

• Bacteria- 
1847 

• Penicillin- 
1929 

• Titanium- 
1795 

• Vaccine- 
1846 

• Elevator- 
1640 

• Nuclear- 
1846 

• Oxygen- 
1777 

• Airplane- 
1907 

• Laser- 1960 
• Byte- 1956 
• Horsepower- 

1806 
• Nylon- 1938 
• Scuba- 1952 
• Sonar- 1946 
• Stereo- 

1823 

• Microchip- 1975 
• Telescope- 1613 



List 9: Scientific discoveries! 
List 10: Inventions! 
• Mainly from Latin or Greek.  
    - Clear, universal term of reference. 



• During Early Modern English: 
 - English Renaissance.    
- “development of new people.” 
- new ideas increased  
- English language grew  
- Began to borrow words from 
French, Latin, and Greek. 



• As technologies were being discovered 
or invented, they needed to make new 
words.    

 



Nylon 



Scuba 

• Self 
• Contained  
• Underwater  
• Breathing  
• Apparatus 

Sonar 

• Sound, Navigation and 
Ranging 

Laser 

• Light Amplification 
by Stimulated 
Emission of 
Radiation 



Air      +      Plane      =      
Airplane 

Micro   +   Chip   =   Microchip 

Horse   +   Power   =   
Horsepower 


