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Rising Inequality Since 1970s a Sharp Break
From Shared Prosperity of Earlier Era
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Piece of the Pie, or More than Half of
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] Uneven Prosperity
Change in Average Real After-Tax Income: In the L1.S., incomes of the top earners
have grown at a faster rate than incomas
12%30/?'2004 of rest of the population.
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Growth in annual earnings by wage group, 1979-2006
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Comparison of Income Distribution by Deciles in the United States
in 2007 and in England in the Seventeenth Century (Source : Wolff and Mathias)

m England in the Seventeenth Century (Source : Peter Mathias, The first industrial nation)
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