
Perception of Speaker or Character 
 

strong positive neutral or complex negative weak 
ascetic 

authoritative 
bold 
confident 
dauntless 
determined 
dynamic 
formidable 

imaginative 
indomitable 
intrepid 
noble 
perseverant 
persuasive 

pious 
potent 
pragmatic 

principled 
resilient 
resolute 
robust 

scrupulous 
stalwart 
tenacious 
upright 
valiant 
vehement 
vigorous 

virtuous 
vivacious 
 

adaptive 

affable  
altruistic 
amiable 
astute 
august 
benevolent 
benign 

cerebral 
circumspect 
clever 
compassionate 
conscientious 
contemplative 

cultured 
discerning 
empathetic 

enlightened 
erudite 
flexible 
genial 

genteel 
genuine 
humane 
humble 
insightful 
intuitive 
keen 

magnanimous 
methodical 
meticulous 
perceptive 
rational  

sagacious 

sapient 
self-aware 
sincere 
solicitous 
tolerant 
veracious 
 

abstruse 

ambitious 
audacious 
befuddling 
chagrined 
conciliating 
confounding 

detached 

deterministic 
didactic 

disconcerting 
disinterested 

eccentric 
enigmatic 

existential 
fatalistic 

idiosyncratic 

impartial 
imperious 

incredulous 
inexplicable 

inscrutable 
intransigent 

objective 
perplexing 

proud 
recondite 
resigned 

secular 
self-sacrificing 

skeptical 
stoic 
stolid 

unbiased 

unfathomable 

aloof  

ambivalent 
apathetic 
arrogant 
austere 

avaricious 
biased 
callous 

capricious 
churlish 

complacent 
condescending 

conniving 
covetous 

devious 
duplicitous 

erratic 

feigning 
fickle 

haughty 
hypocritical 

indifferent 
indolent 
insolent 
insular 

intractable 
ireful 
jaded 

judgmental 
loathsome 

Machiavellian 
materialistic 

menacing 

mendacious 

obdurate 
obstinate 

patronizing 
perfidious 
pernicious 

pedantic  
petulant 

pitiless 
pompous 

prejudiced 
provincial 
querulous 

rigid 
shallow 

sinister 

snobbish 
stern 

superficial 
supercilious 

temperamental 

treacherous 
tyrannical 
unbending 

vain 
vindictive 

volcanic 
wanton 

absurd 

callow 
clichéd 

coddled 
compliant 
cowering 
cozened 

credulous 

dehumanized 
deluded 

demoralized 
enervated 

exploitable 
fatuous 

foolish 
frivolous 

futile 

gullible 
hackneyed 

inane 
inconsequential 

ineffectual 
inept 

insecure 
insipid 

malleable 
manipulated 

maudlin 

naïve 
parochial 
pathetic 

petty 
predictable 

puerile 

romantic 
self-effacing 
self-pitying 
sophomoric 
submissive 
subservient 
sycophantic 

trifling 
trivial 

unrealistic 
unreliable  

unsophisticated  
vapid 

vulgar 

 

 


