
Being trapped eternally in Hell is not a typical happy ending.  However, 
in Sartre’s No Exit, the protagonist Garcin makes the deliberate choice 
to remain in Hell, which ironically symbolizes his freedom.  This unusual 
happy ending reveals the Existentialist idea that a person’s destiny is 
determined by his own actions. 
 
Beginning: prideful and in denial about his situation 

 stereotypical perceptions of Hell and his fate (expects physical 
torture with fire and pinchers and vices) 

 wants time for self-reflection but doesn’t want to be alone (rings 
bell, bangs on door when Valet leaves him) 

 control over normalcy (desire for toothbrush, blinking, books) 
 
Ending: humbled and accepting of his existence 

 realizes he needs Inez as aid in truly seeing himself (Inez as mirror) 

 recognizes that they need to discuss their pasts truthfully 
(confronts Estelle, revealing his cowardice) 

 pivotal moment: door opening, choice to stay 

 new understanding of Hell: “Hell is other people.”  

 embracing his destiny: “let’s get on with it . . .” 
 


