
AP English Literature       Unit 3: Confinement and Freedom 
Thematic Analysis of Fences     Assessment 4: AP Exam Free-Response Question 3 
 

1. Many works of literature deal with political or social issues. Choose a novel or play that focuses on a political or social 
issue. Then write an essay in which you analyze how the author uses literary elements to explore this issue and 
explain how the issue contributes to the meaning of the work as a whole. Do not merely summarize the plot. 
 

2. Choose a novel or play that depicts a conflict between a parent (or a parental figure) and a son or daughter. Write an 
essay in which you analyze the sources of the conflict and explain how the conflict contributes to the meaning of the 
work. 
 

3. One of the strongest human drives seems to be a desire for power.  Write an essay in which you discuss how a 
character in a novel or a drama struggles to free himself or herself from the power of others or seeks to gain power 
over others.  Be sure to demonstrate in your essay how the author uses this power struggle to enhance the meaning 
of the work.   
 

4. In many plays, a character has a misconception of himself or his world. Destroying or perpetuating this illusion 
contributes to a central theme of the play. Choose a play with a major character to whom this statement applies, and 
write an essay in which you consider the following points: what the character's illusion is and how it differs from 
reality as presented in the play and how the destruction or perpetuation of the illusion develops a theme of the play. 
 

5. In many works of literature, past events can affect, positively or negatively, the present actions, attitudes, or values of 
a character.  Choose a novel or play in which a character must contend with some aspect of the past, either personal 
or societal.  Then write an essay in which you show how the character’s relationship to the past contributes to the 
meaning of the work as a whole. 
 

6. A recurring theme in literature is "the classic war between passion and responsibility." For instance, a personal cause, 
a love, a desire for revenge, a determination to redress a wrong, or some other emotion or drive may conflict with 
moral duty. Choose a literary work in which a character confronts the demands of a private passion that conflicts with 
his or her responsibilities. In a well-written essay show clearly the nature of the conflict, its effects upon the 
character, and its significance to the work. Avoid plot summary. 
 

7. According to critic Northrop Frye, “Tragic heroes are so much the highest points in their human landscape that they 
seem the inevitable conductors of the power about them, great trees more likely to be struck by lightning than a 
clump of grass.  Conductors may of course be instruments as well as victims of the divine lightning.”  Select a novel or 
play in which a tragic figure functions as an instrument of the suffering of others.  Then, write an essay in which you 
explain how the suffering brought upon others by that tragic figure contributes to the tragic vision of the work as a 
whole. 
 

8. In a novel or a play, a confidant (male) or confidante (female) is a character, often a friend or a relative of the hero or 
heroine, whose role is to be present when the hero or heroine needs a sympathetic listener to confide in. Frequently 
the result is, as Henry James remarked, that the confidant or confidante can be as much the "reader's friend as the 
protagonist's." However, the author sometimes uses this character for other purposes as well.  Choose a confidant or 
confidante from a novel or play of recognized merit and write an essay in which you discuss the various ways this 
character functions in the work. Do not write on a poem or short story. 
 

9. Choose a complex and important character in a novel or a play of recognized literary merit who might, on the basis of 
the character's actions alone, be considered evil or immoral. In a well-organized essay, explain both how and why the 
full presentation of the character in the work makes us react more sympathetically than we otherwise might. Avoid 
plot summary. 
 

10. The significance of a title such as The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn is easy to discover.  However, in other works (for 
example, Measure for Measure) the full significance of the title becomes apparent to the reader only gradually.  
Choose two works and show how the significance of their respective titles is developed through the authors’ use of 
devices such as contrast, repetition, allusion, and point of view. 
 



 

 

 

1 

 

 

 

 

 

2 

 

 

 

 

 

3 

 

 

 

 

 

4 

 

 

 

 

 

5 

 

 

 

 

 

6 

 

 

 

 

 

7 

 

 

 

 

 

8 

 

 

 

 

 

9 

 

 

 

 

 

10 

 

 

 


